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Letter from the Editor 

Jody Anderson 

Hi! 

Welcome to another issue of our Online Quilt Magazine!  It seems hard to believe that we’re already a 

third of the way through this year now, and that it’s nearly time to be thinking about Easter. 

April is shaping up to be another busy month too – we’ll be exhibiting at the Australasian Quilt 

Convention in Melbourne, Australia from the 14th to the 17th, (so drop by and say Hi if you’re going to be 

there), and with kids on school holidays, and Easter bonnets to help prepare before then, as well as 

thinking about yummy Easter food to prepare…..  I’ll need to sit down and have some chocolate in order 

to think about all the things I need to think about! 

We have some great articles in this issue anyway to give you an excuse for a sit and read.  Make your 

own Design Wall, or check out what’s new from the Fat Quarter Shop, (hmmm – is fabric better than 

chocolate??) and Rose has yet another beautiful project to try. 

Take care, and have a great month,  

 

 
Jody 
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A design wall is a place on a wall where we can 

hang units of a quilt. This permits the quilter to 

stand back and scrutinize the design before 

sewing the quilt. Quilters often dangle batting or 

plain white flannel on their design walls, because 

quilt blocks tend to stick to it effortlessly without 

pinning. 

A design wall is one of the tools that are of 

immense advantage to any quilt-maker. It allows 

her to stand back and assess the flow of colors, 

the combination effect and the effects of various 

patterns in a current quilt making project.  

In the initial stages, a design wall helps us to cut 

out and accumulate block or appliqué pieces to 

assess whether the selection and combination of 

colors are working. As work progresses, we can 

also mount each new section as and when we 

finish so that we can assess the work and make  

 

 

 

necessary changes. You can make various color 

adjustments in the borders based on what you 

perceive about the middle of the quilt while it 

hangs on the design wall. 

How to Create a Design Wall 

A further piece of good news is that a design wall 

is not difficult to make at all. However we must 

take certain aspects into consideration. 

o The size - The larger the area of the wall, the 

bigger the design wall can be. It is best to have 

the design wall on a wall that you can stand at 

least eight feet away from. The best way to 

analyse a design is to review it when standing 

away from it. The next decision to be taken is 

whether the design wall needs to be portable or 

fixed. If portable, then it needs to be small in size. 

How to Create a Quilting Design Wall 
By Jan Myers 
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o The fabric - Depending on the size of the design 

wall, we need to buy fabric for both the front and 

the back, and cut it to the preferred size. The 

fabric used at the back can be the same that is 

used in front. We must keep in mind not to use 

too heavy a fabric. If the design wall is big enough 

to require seaming the fabrics together, using a 

flannel sheet can be considered. It is a good idea 

to pre wash all fabric used. 

o The batting - Polyester is not a first-rate option 

for a design wall since it tends to have a good 

deal of loft and pills. A total cotton batting is the 

best choice. (Quilts made with cotton batts are 

popular all the year round. They do not hold heat 

and make you feel cooler during summers. At the 

same time, they absorb and trap air and keep you 

warm on cold wintry nights.) 

For making the design wall, we need to stick the 

three layers of fabric that go into the making of 

the quilt, batting and fastening them together 

with the help of safety pins. Using a walking foot, 

we need to stitch on the vertical, marked line 

down the center of the fabric and continue 

sewing vertical lines out to the edges of the 

fabric. Once that is done, we need to stitch the 

horizontal lines in the same manner. Once the 

entire vertical as well as the horizontal line grids 

are sewn, we need to straighten and square the 

edges. 

Now we are ready to hang our design wall and 

start using it. We just need to place bits of fabrics, 

blocks or quilt tops on the design wall, bring into 

line the corners and boundaries with the stitched 

grid lines. The brushed texture of the flannel 

design wall front will cause the fabric to stick to 

it. There are times when we can use straight pins 

to break through the batting. This proves helpful 

in keeping all the sections in place. 

Using a design wall will add a new level of 

creativity and life to your quilting and assure a 

design you'll be happy with for years to come. 

About the Author: 

Jan Myers is the author of numerous articles and books on 

topics from organizational development and leadership to 

quilting. It was her avocation, the love of quilting, that 

inspired the popular online membership site for quilters 

known as the "world’s largest quilting bee" at 

www.quiltingresourcecenter.com 
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Was the invention of the wheel really what 

changed the future of mankind? Consider this. 

The man who invented the wheel was wearing 

animal skins that had been sewn together with a 

needle. 

Being able to sew skins together to craft clothing 

for warmth and protection enabled Stone Age 

men to remain in northern areas of the globe, 

thus breaking away from their nomadic existence. 

The needle has always been a simple tool. 

Whether it is made of bone or metal, the concept 

remains the same - a pointed instrument that 

pulls a thread through some type of material. The 

key elements being a sharp enough point to poke 

through the material (be it fabric, leather or 

something else) and a hole or hook to carry the 

thread. 

 

 

 

During the Bronze Age, needles were developed 

that were made from metal instead of the 

primitive bone or horn. Access to early metal 

needles was limited by cost, since only gold and 

bronze were used to manufacture them. 

Once iron was developed, manufacturers could 

make lower cost needles, thus allowing farmers' 

wives to afford these much-improved tools for 

sewing. 

Records indicate that the Spanish became 

proficient at making excellent sewing needles, 

and guarded their secrets well, slowing down the 

spread of manufacturing to other parts of the 

world. Eventually, though, the English developed 

a process that continues to be the high bar set for 

modern needles. 

The process and the number of steps required to 

make a needle - even today - is amazing. 

How Sewing Needles Are Made 

By Penny Halgren from www.How-To-Quilt.com 
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Beginning with a coil of wire, the first step was to 

cut the wire into 3 inch lengths and then 

straighten the curve. This seems like it would be 

simple, yet it required that the wire be heated, 

pressed and then cooled. 

Once cooled, the wire was turned over to a 

grinder who made points at both ends of the 

wire. Because this step required a water wheel, 

early needle makers lived in villages near streams 

or rivers where they could harness the water for 

energy to run their water wheels. 

As you can imagine, the work of a needle grinder 

was fairly deadly. Standing over a grindstone 

breathing particles of jagged steel from the 

needle and stone dust, these men refused to take 

any safety precautions since they believed it 

limited the number of newcomers to the trade. 

That it did, but it also limited their life 

expectancy. 

Once the points were ground on the ends of the 

wire, it was taken to the stamping shop where 

two eyes and two gutters were stamped in the 

middle, and the eye was punched out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Banish Lumpy, Bumpy Binding. Forever!  

Imagine Yourself Stitching Binding 

on Your Quilt That is So Beautiful It 

Looks as If It Were Sewn by a 

Professional. 

 

Learn 6 different ways to bind your quilts with 

perfection – you'll have smooth and square 

mitered corners and even edges all the way 

around your quilt.  

www.HowToBindAQuilt.com 
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Using fine wires between the new eyes of the 

needles, they were separated, the burrs were 

ground off the ends, and the needles were ready 

for tempering and finishing. 

Tempering was done by heating the needles on 

trays, then dunking them in oil, making them 

brittle. The metal is heated and turned by hand 

with hatchet-like tools, causing it to turn colors 

from pale red to blue and then to a straw color. 

When the tempering was right, the heat was 

removed and the needles were ready for the 

more finishing. 

Needles were felt (yes, by hand) to find small 

warps. If there were any, the needle was tapped 

with a small hammer on a tiny anvil to straighten 

it out. Every day for eight hours a day for 8 days, 

the needles were rolled in a heavy canvas with 

oil, soap and emery which made them smooth 

and shiny. 

Then they were dumped into a copper pan filled 

with soapsuds to be cleaned. The needles were 

then rinsed and dried in a bin of sawdust. 

The challenge at that point was to remove the 

needles from the sawdust, line them up so they 

were even and then clump them together so they 

could be sized. After the needles were sorted into 

various sizes, they were weighed and put into 

equal-sized bundles, called a "company." 

But the process was still not yet complete! 

In the final steps, the heads were heated to give 

them a blue tint and to soften them in order to 

countersink the eyes. Countersinking was to 

ensure smoothness so the needle would not 

shred the thread. 

Once the countersinking was complete, skilled 

grinders once again polished the heads and 

points of the needles until the desired quality was 

achieved. Finally, the needles were packaged and 

sold. 

Although completely automated, modern needles 

are still made from coiled wire, the pieces cut 

into the length of two needles, and points are 

ground on both ends of the piece. Two eye 

shapes are then stamped in the center of the 



                 Online Quilt Magazine – Vol. 2 No. 4 

 

 

        © Online Quilt Magazine.com All Rights Reserved    P a g e  | 9 

piece, the holes are punched out and the needles 

are separated. 

Modern needles are tempered and frequently 

electroplated with nickel. Often the eye portion is 

gilded, creating a kind of gold look. 

There are actually about 70 processes that wire 

goes through to transform it into a needle! 

It's amazing what it takes to create a short, 

straight, pointy thing with a hole in one end. 

 

About the Author: 

Penny Halgren is a quilter of more than 27 years, and 

enjoys sharing her love of quilting with others. Sign up 

for her free quilting tips, quilt patterns, and 

newsletter at http://www.How-to-Quilt.com  
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Do you love quilting, but it doesn't seem like you 

can find the time to have fun with your favourite 

hobby? Here are some shortcuts to get you 

quilting and finishing your projects. 

1. Reduce the size of your quilt 

If you are someone who quilts queen-size quilts, 

try quilting a lap-size one for your next project. If 

you are a lap-size quilter, how about quilting a 

baby quilt? Baby quilt person? Then try finishing a 

miniature quilt. This will reduce your quilting time 

whilst also getting in your fix. And before you say 

that you don't like miniature quilts, they make 

wonderful cubicle art for your favourite office 

worker. They can be hung with thumb tacks. 

2. Use Fusible Batting 

Instead of basting your quilt sandwich together 

with needle and thread, try some other options.  

 

 

 

I love using fusible batting. As long as you have an 

iron, you are in business. The heat from the iron 

will fuse the three pieces together. You'll have to 

check the manufacturer's instructions, but the 

glue comes out when it is washed. Other basting 

choices are to use quilt basting spray or safety 

pins. 

3. Go back to Tried n True Patterns 

Patterns you have pieced before are like old 

friends. There are no blips in the pattern. There is 

no stopping to re-read the directions. You'll be 

able to piece these quilt tops easily and quickly. If 

you want something different, try using different 

types of fabric for the quilt pattern or a different 

layout of the blocks. 

 

 

Seven Quilting Shortcuts 
By Maybelle Maddison 
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4. Take Advantage of Strip-Piecing Techniques 

Stick to projects where you can use strip piecing 

techniques. These allow you to chain stitch 

assembly-line style. It is also easier to cut out the 

pieces for these projects because you can just use 

a rotary cutter and mat. You'll save time cutting 

your fabric and piecing your quilt top. 

5. Use Purchased Binding 

You either have time or money. When you want 

to save time, try purchased quilt binding instead 

of making your own. This tactic will only work if 

you can find binding that will match your project. 

This shortcut works best with baby quilting 

projects that call for vibrant colors. 

6. Finish your quilt with mock binding 

Mock binding is using the quilt's backing as part 

of the binding. It looks nice and makes finishing a 

quilt a snap. Also, if you don't secure the edges, 

you have a built in sleeve to hang your quilts. 

 

7. Plan your quilting in 15 minute increments. 

Set your timer and go. You can get some serious 

chain stitching done in 15 minutes and you can 

surely find 15 minutes in your schedule for your 

favourite hobby. 

Well, there you go. Using these tips will make it 

easier for you to finish your projects. 

 

About the Author: 

Maybelle Maddison is a true Southern Belle and dedicated 

quilter. She has made it her mission in life to spread the joy 

of quilting! Visit her site at http://www.joannfabrics.org  for 

quilting information, pattern reviews and suggestions on 

how to start and keep quilting! 

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=Maybelle_Maddison 
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Jewel Box Quilt 

By Rose Smith from www.ludlowquiltandsew.co.uk 

 

 

I’ve often looked at jewel box quilts longingly but felt that I couldn't be 

bothered dealing with all those triangles everywhere.  It took my tiny brain a 

while to work out that they were in fact squares for the most part, but I got 

there in the end!  I've seen many jewel box quilt patterns with much smaller 

pieces than I have used, but for this quilt pattern I have stuck with my 

favourite 2.1/2" size because it is such an easy size to work with. 

I rummaged around in my fabric stash looking for pairs of colours that I could theme together:  one dark and one 

light.  I ended up with six pairs of colours (12 fabrics) and cut a 2.1/2" strip and a 4.3/4" strip across the width of 

each of these fabrics.  Batiks would look absolutely gorgeous in a jewel box quilt but I didn't have any of them.  

You will also need twelve 2.1/2" strips and twelve 4.3/4" strips in black. 

 

Using a 1/4" seam and with right sides together sew a 2.1/2" black strip to a 

colour strip along the length.  Cut across the width at 2.1/2" intervals.  Do the 

same with another black strip and the colour that themes with the first one. 

Take a black/pale colour 2.1/2" strip and a black/dark colour strip and sew 

together to make a four patch square as shown below. 
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Take a black 4.3/4" strip of fabric and a colour 4.3/4" strip.  Lay them with right 

sides together and cut across the width at 4.3/4" intervals to make 4.3/4" 

squares.  Mark a line along the diagonal of each square (these are pairs of 

squares, black and colour) and sew a 1/4" seam either side of the marked line.  

Cut along the marked line and you will have two squares each made up of one 

black triangle and one colour triangle. 

These two quilt blocks are all you need for the entire jewel box quilt pattern:  

that's how simple it is.   

 

To make the centre of the jewel box quilt block, take four of the four patch 

squares and four of the triangle squares and arrange them as shown.  The 

small squares (the jewels) are starting to form a frame around the big square 

(the jewel box) in the middle, so make sure you place them as shown with the 

light and dark alternating. 

 

 

The rows above and below the central square are both made of a triangle 

square at each corner with two four patch blocks between them.  Again, be 

careful to alternate the colours so that you continue the frame around the 

central square of the jewel box quilt block. 
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The central square is obviously the two themed 

colours that you began with:  the triangles in 

each corner of the jewel box quilt block will 

form another square (jewel box) with the three 

different colours of the blocks around it 

Keep going and make more jewel box quilt blocks with all the other colours of fabric.  I had enough fabric to make 

two quilt blocks in each pair of colours, so that I ended up with twelve jewel box quilt blocks.   

There are two options:  one quilt using four rows of three quilt blocks or two lap quilts each using three rows of two 

quilt blocks.  Each quilt block measures 16" square so the first option would give you a quilt 48" by 64" (before the 

border) and the second option of the lap quilts would be 32" by 48" before adding the border.  I decided to go for 

two lap quilts. 

  

After completing the twelve jewel box quilt 

blocks, I was left with enough triangle squares 

to be able to use them in the border - you know 

how I hate having fabric left over! 

 

Sew them together in pairs as shown above, and then make two strips of eight for the small ends of the quilt. 
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In the photo the quilt border has been added 

along the bottom edge of the jewel box quilt.  

The border strip to sew along the edge needs 

to be fourteen squares long but notice that 

the end square is a single colour rather than a 

pair of colours.  That way you get the effect of 

a square going into the corner, which I quite 

liked. 

I hope you loved this jewel box pattern as I do.  It really does have simple building blocks, doesn't it? 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

About the Author: 

Rose Smith was born and brought up in Zambia in Africa.  She moved to the UK when she was 18  and now lives in Shropshire, 

indulging her passion for quilting and sewing. 

She has sewn all her life - ‘anything that stood still long enough’ in the words of her children - but now finds that patchwork 

and quilting have taken over her life.   She indulges this passion by posting patterns and tutorials on her website for all to 

share.  www.ludlowquiltandsew.co.uk 
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This article was sent in by our Reader Karen, to 

share with you… 

“I have very fond memories of my grandmother 

sitting with a shoebox of cut out squares making 

the churndash or bow tie quilt blocks…” 

Memories are things that we cherish and that 

bind us together as a family.  Long after a 

grandmother or mother has passed, we can wrap 

ourselves up in a quilt that was lovingly done by 

that person and feel as if their arms were 

wrapped around us. 

In this fast pace world of computers and Ipods 

and all kinds of electronic gadgets, it is still nice to 

have a warm quilt to wrap up in and feel the love 

that went into making that quilt. 

 

 

 

 

As I grew up I watched my grandmothers cut 

scraps of fabric and hand sew them into beautiful 

quilts that kept us warm on cold winter nights.  

The floor was cold but underneath that quilt it 

was warm.  Although my grandmother has passed 

on and I cherish her quilts, I wanted to pass the 

love of a quilt on to my own grandchildren. 

I had a year to plan the design of the quilts and 

wondering how working full time I would get it 

done before the weddings this summer.  But 

modern electronics has enabled me to finish the 

first steps of making a quilt, the top.  

I have two grandchildren getting married two 

weeks apart, a brother and a sister.  The desire to 

pass the tradition of a quilt on to the newly 

married couples was a something I wished to do 

My Quilt of Love 

By Karen Thacker 
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in honor and memory of my grandmother and all 

the grandmothers still living that were now 

unable to provide it due to age.  I have my last 

grandmother who is 96 years old providing 

encouragement and my mother-in-law (who’s 92) 

providing guidance. 

I picked these quilt patterns because I could also 

add my love of embroidery to the center squares 

and make the quilts not only one of love but one 

of advice.  The center squares contained verses 

for a good marriage.  They contained the 

following text. 

“Married couples who love each other tell each 

other a thousand things without talking.” 

 “A hundred hearts would be too few to carry all 

my love for you.” 

“The first duty of love is to listen.” 

 “Soulmates: two halves of the same soul joining 

together in life’s journey.”  

“I love you. I love you with a love that shall not die 

till the sun grows cold and the stars grow old.” 

 “The secret of a good marriage is seeking variety 

in your life together and never letting routine 

chords dull the melody of your romance”. 

 

I hope that of these embroidered blocks provide 

the couple sound advice in marriage and the 

knowledge that they will be wrapped in a quilt 

made by me and made with much love and 

blessings for their marriage. 
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To create these blocks they are 12 ½ square star 

blocks made up of several smaller square and half 

triangle blocks.  

I left the center four squares as a solid block to 

provide my embroidery surface. 

Once I had the embroidery design complete, I cut 

the block out.  This enabled me to center the 

design within the square preventing any miss-

alignment if it was done after the block was sewn 

together.  I then sewed the bottom four blocks 

together and then the inner two blocks to the 

embroidered panel and then the top row. The 

block was then complete.   

This method of adding embroidery to a quilt 

design would work with any design that would fit 

within the center block.   

I believe the world needs to slow down and get 

back to basics and wrap one another in quilts 

made with love. 

 

We welcome Reader stories on your quilting ideas, 

successes, lessons learnt and memories to be shared. 

Please do send in any stories you have and we’ll be 

happy to share them. - Jody 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LUDLOW QUILT AND SEW 

Discover new and exciting projects to quilt 

and sew each month with clear and easy to 

follow instructions. 

Visit the website and subscribe to Ludlow 

Quilt and Sew’s free monthly newsletter 

now. 

www.ludlowquiltandsew.co.uk 

 



                 Online Quilt Magazine – Vol. 2 No. 4 

 

 

        © Online Quilt Magazine.com All Rights Reserved    P a g e  | 19 

 

We're pleased to be able to bring you a selection 

each month of the Newest Fabric Releases and 

the new season fabric "must haves". 

 

Sew Cherry by Lori Holt for Riley Blake Designs 

 

 

 

You are sew going to love Sew Cherry by Lori Holt 

for Riley Blake Designs! Soft shades of blue, 

green, mustard, pink and red mix with pretty 

florals, cherries, large dots and plaids.  

Be sure to check out the coordinating 5/8” Cherry 

Grosgrain Ribbon from Riley Blake Designs. Sew 

Cherry is available in Fat Quarter Bundles, 

yardage and the all-new Charm Packs, 2.5” Strips 

and 10” Squares.  

Check out this Range at: 

http://www.fatquartershop.com/Sew-Cherry-Riley-

Blake-Designs.asp 

 

 

 

What's New from The Fat Quarter Shop 

                                                by Kimberly Jolly from www.FatQuarterShop.com 
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Just Wing It by MoMo for Moda Fabrics 

Walk on the wild side with Just Wing It by MoMo 

for Moda Fabrics! This 35 piece collection will 

brighten up any day. Whimsical butterflies and 

florals swirl in fun shades of leaf, turquoise, 

water, tomato and jelly.  

Just Wing It is available in Fat Quarter Bundles, 

Fat Eighth Bundles, Charm Packs, Jelly Rolls, Layer 

Cakes and yardage. Be sure to check out our 

exclusive Around the Block Quilt – bright and fun, 

it’s a great summer project!  

For More Information Visit: 

http://www.fatquartershop.com/Just-Wing-It-Momo-

Moda-Fabrics.asp 

 

 

Full Circle collection by Kathy Schmitz for Moda 

Fabrics 



                 Online Quilt Magazine – Vol. 2 No. 4 

 

 

        © Online Quilt Magazine.com All Rights Reserved    P a g e  | 21 

Stitched prints are at their finest with the new 

Full Circle collection by Kathy Schmitz for Moda 

Fabrics! Bold shades of barn red, black and wheat 

complete this 16 piece collection.  

Quilt panels featuring home life and monograms 

are the focal pieces, with stitched garden prints, 

stars and stripes coordinating beautifully.  

Full Circle is available in Fat Quarter Bundles, 

Charm Packs, Jelly Rolls, Layer Cakes and yardage. 

Be sure to check out Kathy Schmitz’s coordinating 

wall hanging, table runner and banner patterns! 

 

View this Range at: 

http://www.fatquartershop.com/Full-Circle-

Kathy-Schmitz-Moda-Fabrics.asp 
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Sherbet Pips by Aneela Hoey for Moda Fabrics 

 

Hip, Hip, Hooray for Sherbet Pips by Aneela Hoey 

for Moda Fabrics! Shades of candy blue, scooter 

grey, pink lemonade, cherry and vanilla ice cream 

mix with children playing, dogs running, dots, 

squares and a fun scarf stripe.  

Sherbet Pips is available in Jelly Rolls and yardage. 

Coordinating patterns are also available. Enjoy 

the final days of cold weather with our exclusive 

Winter Sherbet Quilt Kit! 

Check this range out at:  

http://www.fatquartershop.com/Sherbet-Pips-

Aneela-Hoey-Moda-Fabrics.asp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don't keep this Online Quilt Magazine 

all to yourself – it's FREE, so share it 

with your Quilting Guilds and Friends! 

Don't wait - Invite them to  

www.OnlineQuiltMagazine.com to 

Subscribe and receive each New Issue 

as soon as it's Published! 
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NEW 2
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Set now 

available  

($11 International) 
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A terrible thing happened to me last week. 

 

My Mum, the quilter, always washes the stuff she 

makes quilts with in the laundry trough.  I am, of 

course, being Burmese, fascinated by water and I 

always help out when this job is going on.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sometimes I can lean over and get a drink out of the 

tap, but I usually just walk past on the front edge of 

the trough and sit in my box so I get a closer look. 

 

She had started sloshing around when I arrived.  She 

doesn't always call me to help for some reason; I'm 

sure she really needs me to supervise.   

 

Anyway, I walked across the front of the trough under 

her arms to get to my bed.  Suddenly I slipped!!!  In I 

went with the wet stuff and the soapy bubbles!  It was 

a bit warm, but I was getting out of there fast.   

Not as fast as my Mum though! 

 

She grabbed me and held me in the water, kicked the 

door shut with her foot and then said, "Well you 

wanted a bath did you?" and the next thing I was 

getting wet all over!  I didn't want a bath I yelled, I'm 

just interested in the water. 

 

Didn't make any difference.  I just got wetter and so 

did the floor and walls.  My Mum, too. 

 

Hints and Tips From Brannie 

By "Brannie" Mira-Bateman 
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After a lot of struggling, she hauled me out and 

wrapped me in a towel.  Lots of squeezing and 

rubbing and running around, but the door was shut so 

I was in big trouble.  Round and round we went and 

then she got out a very noisy, hot air thing and 

proceeded to blast me with that.  Wow!   

 

Did I need all that on what had been a quiet day? 

 

Finally she opened the door and I ran for my life.  

Straight under the bed for a good licking session.  I 

could hear her yelling about "brown fur on 

everything", but I wasn't coming out until I sorted out 

the points I had all over. 

 

She combed me later and I discovered that without all 

the dead fur I was left with the most beautiful soft 

coat. 

 

I might think about asking for a bath another day.  I 

got more pats afterwards. 

 

Not just now though.  I am still a little bit shaky.  A 

good sleep might be called for. 

 

Love BrannieLove BrannieLove BrannieLove Brannie,                    

the Quilt Block of the Month Club Cat! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s time to start thinking about Mother’s Day… 
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Quilting Templates are used to mark and cut 

fabric into units to be pieced together into quilt 

blocks.  These blocks are then sewn together to 

make up the quilt top.   

It is essential to use only quilting templates which 

are 100% precise to ensure that the units will line 

up correctly when pieced together.  Nothing is 

more frustrating than cutting all the units for a 

quilt block and when pinning or basting them 

together discovering that they do not line up 

properly!   

Imagine how nearly impossible it would be to 

measure out several hundred 12 inch by 12 inch 

squares with a ruler onto your fabric and have 

every one of those squares come out to be 

exactly 12 inches by 12 inches when cut.  

 

 

 

 

Even more impossible would be to measure 

several hundred 12 inch curved patterns 

freehand.  As you can see, the use of quilting 

templates is absolutely essential! 

You can make your own quilting templates from 

paper, cardboard, poster board or flexible plastic, 

which is sold in many quilt and craft shops 

specifically for use in making templates.   

To make the template you must first choose the 

quilt block pattern you are going to use.  There 

are many free patterns available online or you 

may choose to buy a quilting book which will 

many times have not only different quilt patterns 

but instructions on what shape and size 

templates will be needed to make up the quilt 

blocks, along with guidelines on how much fabric 

to purchase.    

Quilting Templates - How to Use Them to Cut 

Perfect Quilt Block Pieces and Avoid Frustration 
By Patricia Serra 
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These books often have drawings of the quilting 

templates in various shapes and sizes that you 

can trace to make your templates. 

Once you have selected your quilt block pattern 

and located the quilting templates needed, place 

the template material over the diagram of the 

template and trace the outline using the thinnest 

possible drawing pen.  

If you are not using clear template material, it is 

helpful to place the diagram and the template 

material over a lightbox so that you can see the 

outline of the diagram.  If you do not have a 

lightbox, you can tape the diagram with the 

template material placed on top of it onto a 

sunny window so that the light behind it will 

enable you to accurately trace the diagram of the 

template. 

If you have used flexible plastic to make your 

quilting template, it should hold up for multiple 

uses.  However, if you have used paper or 

cardboard or any such material whose edges will 

wear out quickly, be sure to replace these 

templates very frequently.   

Paper templates are good for one use only 

whereas cardboard or posterboard templates can 

be used several times before becoming worn out 

and unusable.   

Remember, precision when marking and cutting 

your units is crucial to the successful piecing 

together of the quilt block.  It is best not to try to 

save time and money by reusing slightly worn 

templates - they will only result in inaccuracy 

which will produce disappointing results. 
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You can also purchase premade templates.  

When purchasing ready-made quilting templates 

it is best to select those made of sturdy acrylic 

that have been laser cut which ensures precision.  

 These premade templates are available in many 

shapes and sizes both online and in quilt and craft 

shops.  They will save you a great deal of time 

over using homemade quilting templates, will be 

100% accurate and will last for a very long time. 

To mark and cut your fabric into units lay the 

well-ironed fabric on a flat surface wrong side up 

and place the template on top of the fabric, 

making sure that the template grain line lies 

parallel to either the lengthwise or crosswise 

grain of the fabric.  If using a scissors, trace the 

outline of the template onto the fabric, using a 

pencil or fabric marker that makes a very thin 

line.  Then cut out the units, being sure to use 

very sharp scissors that you have reserved for use 

only with fabric. 

To save time and eliminate the need for tracing 

the template over and over, use a rotary cutter 

and mat.   

Rotary cutters come in various sizes.  The small 

ones are good to use when cutting curved 

patterns whereas the large ones are excellent for 

cutting large, straight lines and for cutting 

through several layers of fabric simultaneously.   

Once again, lay your well-ironed fabric wrong side 

up on a flat surface on top of a rotary mat to 

protect the surface, place the template on top of 

the fabric, and proceed to cut using the rotary 

cutter.  No need to trace around the template.  

All you need do is cut around the edges of the 

template with the cutter. 

Once you have all your units cut you are ready to 

begin sewing.  If you have used precise quilting 

templates and have carefully marked and cut 

your fabric, you should have no trouble piecing 

together units and having them line up 100% 

accurately to produce beautiful quilt blocks. 

About the Author: 

Patricia is an avid crafter and has made a number of quilts and 

quilted pillows over the years. She enjoys writing about and 

sharing her knowledge of quilting with interested others. Whether 

you are an avid quilter or new to the craft, visit her blog at 

http://www.quiltingtemplates.org for more tidbits of info on 

quilting. 
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I have an affliction 

Or is it an addiction? 

It really is hard to say.  

I wake up each morning, 

Sleepy and yawning,  

Not ready to face the day.  

All night I've thought of plans, 

New patterns, designs and bands, 

Until I have lost my way.  

Each quilt I see 

Looks good to me. 

I'll make it, come what may.  

 

 

 

 

The more I learn, 

The more I yearn 

To make a quilt that's gay.  

With swatches galore 

I still want more! 

But somebody's got to pay!  

Yes, it is an addiction, 

Not an affliction, 

And I know it is here to stay!  

 

 

 

A Quilter’s Quandry 

Author Unknown 
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Old Fashioned Hot Cross Buns - 

from the Country Women's Association 

 

Ingredients:  

 

1 lb flour 

1 oz compressed yeast 

1/2 pint milk 

pinch salt 

2 oz sugar 

2 oz butter 

2 oz sultanas 

1 egg 

 

Method: 

 

Place yeast, milk, 1 teaspoon flour and 1 

teaspoon sugar together and stand for 20 

minutes.  Sift flour, rub in the butter, add the salt, 

sugar and sultanas. 

 

Beat the egg well and add to the milk and yeast.  

Stir this into the dry ingredients and mix into a 

fairly soft dough.  Leave in the basin, cover with a 

clean cloth and place in a warm place to rise from 

35 to 40 minutes.   

 

Turn onto a floured board and knead well.  Cut 

into about 16 - 18 pieces of equal size.  Form each 

into a bun and place on a slightly greased tin, 

evenly spaced and rather close together.  Cover 

and place again in a warm place to rise for 10 

minutes. 

 

Mark a cross on top with a knife.  Make a glaze by 

mixing 1 heaped teaspoon icing sugar and 1 

tablespoon boiling water.  Brush over the buns 

and bake in a hot oven for about 15 minutes. 

 

** You may like to add some spices to your buns 

too - try cinnamon, ground cloves and mixed 

spice. 

 

 

Easter Recipe – Hot Cross Buns 
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As it is nearly Easter, this month's block is a 

stunning pieced cross block that you will be 

happy to add to your Quilt Block Collection.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To make this 12 inch block as shown, you will 

need six different fabrics and once you have 

rotary cut the pieces according to the Cutting 

Diagram, you can piece them together as shown 

below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Block of the Month 
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Today's tips: 

 Further to the quick threading tip by Toni last 

month, Leone sent in this tip for when you 

change thread colour on an overlocker 

(serger) . 

1.Tie on new colour threads.  

2.Turn all tension dials to zero.  

3.Lift presser foot.  

4.Pull threads through loopers and needles. It 

may be necessary to rethread the needles.  

5. Turn all tension dials to original setting.     

If you sew the new threads through, they can 

break.  

 

 

And we found some more tips for hand quilting 

too: 

• If you can't hand quilt well in every 

direction, choose a hoop with a rotating 

head or a lap hoop so you can rotate the 

quilt itself.  

• Use the sewing-hand thumb to depress 

the quilt just ahead of the needle point, 

thereby helping to push the layers onto 

the needle.  

• Pull the quilting thread enough to remove 

the slack but not enough to cause 

puckers.  

• A little extra tautness will make the 

quilting stitches more visible on light-

coloured fabrics.  

• Try gently rolling the underneath finger as 

the needle comes through to the lining so 

that the needle merely grazes the finger 

rather than pricking it. 
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Quilters' Horoscope 

                By Pauline Rogers from www.QuiltersWorld.com.au 

A humourous compilation of character traits of quilters according to their zodiac signs. Compiled by a 

quilting tutor with over twenty years experience teaching patchwork and quilting but zero years writing 

horoscopes. 

 

Aries - March 21 to April 20 

Aries are adventurous and energetic quilters. They are forever 

looking for new ideas. The whole world to them is a palette of 

endless possibilities. Always confident, they use colour schemes that 

others wouldn't dare consider.  

Their enthusiasm can cause them to lose track of time when working 

on a project and they have been known to go days without sleep.  

Being impulsive by nature, they generally don't bother reading the 

instructions for designs. Of course, as far as they are concerned the 

patterns are just to give them more ideas. Aries have a talent for the 

arts and make excellent designers. They don't follow techniques; 

they invent them. Their quilt designs are the envy of many. 

 

Aries design from the "Quilting With The Stars" quilt from the Quilt Block of the Month Club.com 
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YES, We Want to Hear From 

You! 

As our Online Magazine continues to grow each 

month, we need your feedback in order for us to 

continue to improve our publication for you. 

• We want to know how you liked it. 

• We want to know the topics you're 

interested in. 

• We want to know if you have any 

suggestions, Hints or Tips of your own that 

you'd like included, or if you know anyone 

we should include a story on! 

Please send me an email with your Testimonial, 

Suggestion or Enhancement – I'd love to hear 

from you! 

Send all emails to: 

jody@onlinequiltmagazine.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you'd like to submit an Article, or a Project 

for Publication, or take advantage of our Very 

Very Reasonable Advertising Rates, please 

email details or queries to Jody at 

jody@onlinequiltmagazine.com . 

 

"Quilt-y" Sayings… 

• “Fabricologist Resource 

Center"...now does that sound more 

impressive than "fabric stash"? 

• Good friends are like Quilts. They 

age with you, yet never lose their 

warmth. 


