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Letter from the Editor 

Jody Anderson 

 

Hi! 

And Welcome again to our Online Quilt Magazine!  We're proud to bring you another great issue jam-

packed with more Hints, Tips, 'How-to's' and Stories.   

It was lovely to meet so many of you at the recent Sydney Craft and Quilt Fair and we've had some 

fabulous feedback from Readers of our last issue, and we do thank all of you for taking the time to let 

us know how we're doing, and what kinds of things you'd like to see in your new magazine.  We do 

have some great articles lined up for future issues now too! 

This month's project is a gorgeous quilted bag from the www.BagMakingPatterns.com Club.  It was one 

of the 'favourites' when it was released to the Club Members, and we're sure you're going to love it just 

as much now. (Check out the website too for another free downloadable pattern that's just been 

released as well.) 

Happy Quilting! 

Jody 
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When you walk into quilting store and are 

greeted by walls full of quilting fabric, so bright 

and so colorful, you might just find yourself 

overwhelmed by the possibilities.  

For some people, choosing the fabric for their 

quilting masterpiece is the most exciting part of 

the process. Your creative juices are flowing, 

you're surrounded by beautiful patterns and 

prints, and anything is possible. 

But not all quilting fabrics are equal. Some really 

are better than others, and when you walk into 

that store, you can't let the bright colors and 

intricate patterns fool you. There's a lot going on 

beneath the surface. 

First of all, what is the fabric made out of? Most 

quilters look for 100% cotton since natural fibers  

 

 

 

tend to be easier to work with - easier to sew, 

press, and quilt.  

Thread count is also important here. Lower 

thread counts fray and wear out much easier 

than a higher quality fabric. The best count is 

somewhere between 68 and 78. This will give you 

a thicker and more durable quilting fabric that 

will stand up to wear and tear and resist 

shrinking. 

Next, consider the fabric grain. Fabrics are woven 

in two directions - lengthwise and crosswise. A 

quality quilting fabric will be straight along both 

directions, forming perfect right angles where 

they cross.  

The print that lies on top of the grain needs to be 

properly aligned with the grain as well. If it 

doesn't, you may find yourself cutting to match 

What Makes Good Quilting Fabric? 

By Desiree Edwards 



                 Online Quilt Magazine – Vol. 1 No. 2 

 

 

        © Online Quilt Magazine.com All Rights Reserved    P a g e  | 5 

the print instead of the grain, which will only 

result in a weaker, easily distorted pattern. 

Good quality quilting fabric might also require a 

little testing to make sure you're getting what you 

pay for.  

Some manufacturers attempt to "enhance" lower 

quality material by adding chemicals. Does the 

fabric have a strong smell? You might be smelling 

the bleach or sizing that some manufacturers add 

in order to make the material seem stronger and 

thicker than it really is.  

Unfortunately these chemicals wash out 

immediately, and all you're left with is an inferior 

product. These do not make a quality fabric and 

should be avoided. 

Does the color come off on your fingers? If it did, 

it's probably not colorfast, which is also not a 

good sign.  

Good quilting fabric will always seal the colors 

into the material. After all, what good are all 

those wonderful colors and patterns on the 

material if they're just going to fade and go dull 

after the first wash?  

Another way to make sure you're getting good 

quilting fabric is to unroll the bolt enough to get a 

good look at the print and the colors.  

Consistency is an important indicator of quality 

material. Does the color fade in parts? Does the 

design overlap in some places? These could easily 

ruin an otherwise beautiful quilt. 

So why go through the trouble of finding the 

good quilting fabric - especially if you can find the 

same print for cheaper at a discount store? Isn't 

that good enough? 

The short answer is: no. When you are creating 

something as intricate and beautiful as your 

masterpiece quilt, it's not the time to skimp. 

 And when it comes to fabric, you really do get 

what you pay for.  



                 Online Quilt Magazine – Vol. 1 No. 2 

 

 

        © Online Quilt Magazine.com All Rights Reserved    P a g e  | 6 

The discount may carry the same print, but 

chances are it was printed on an inferior fabric.  

Take the time to look for the quality indicators of 

good quilting fabric, and then those wonderful 

prints and patterns that were calling out to you 

when you first entered the store will last a 

lifetime. 

 

About the Author 

Desiree  Edwin says "Quilting is my passion". Visit 

this quilting fabric article to learn some more 

tricks and tips. 
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Do you find yourself disappointed that you never 

seem to get your points accurate? As a teacher of 

patchwork it’s distressing to see so many quilters 

struggle with their points. After unpicking many 

times and trying again, they finally give up in 

frustration. Why is it that when they’ve put so 

much effort into making the block and they’ve 

followed all the instructions faithfully they still 

can’t get it right? 

Have a good look at the rulers you are using and 

you may discover that it isn’t even your fault that 

your points don’t meet! 

The first step in accuracy is the correct measuring 

and cutting of the fabric. Inaccuracies at this step 

are carried over into the sewing process. These 

small mistakes become more apparent as the  

 

 

 

number of pieces in the block or quilt increase. 

Precise measuring and cutting starts with your 

ruler.  

Are all the lines straight?  

Poorly marked increments are a sure sign of an 

inaccurate ruler. A good quality quilt ruler can 

seem expensive, especially to a new quilter but 

using a cheap ruler is false economy.  

Are the line markings thick? Are some of the 

lines thick and others thin? 

Rulers that mark increments with thick lines are 

making it difficult to achieve accuracy. 

Compare the markings on your ruler to the 

thread that you sew with. If it takes three or four 

strands of thread to fill the line you will most 

likely end up with problems.  

Accuracy Begins with Your Ruler 

by Pauline Rogers from Quilter's World 
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If you don’t always use the same side of the thick 

line when determining where to cut, the 

inconsistencies accumulate making it difficult to 

match your points. If the increments for inches 

are marked with thick lines, while the half inch 

and quarter inch increments are thin the 

differences can easily cause you to be a thread or 

two off on each piece, which doesn’t seem like 

much until you sew them together.   

Are the measurements true? Do they measure 

the same? 

Many quilters are surprised when they discover 

that rulers don’t always measure the same. An 

inch is an inch, right? It certainly should be but in 

comparing different rulers it amazingly isn’t.   

The varying accuracy of rulers is one of the main 

reasons that groups end up with differing sized 

blocks when they make a community quilt. It is 

also the reason you shouldn’t swap rulers in the 

middle of making a block or quilt. Don’t presume 

that your rulers measure correctly even when 

you’re using the same brand. To eliminate 

inaccuracy take some time to check your rulers to 

see that the measurements are the same.  

My Favourite Rulers  

 

I once heard a tutor say the “unpicker is a 

quilter’s best friend”. Well I feel most of us are 

too busy to want to be friendly with that 

particular tool. Yes it has its uses but I would have 

to say that my Creative Grid rulers make much 

better friends, for since I started using them 

every block I’ve made has turned out exactly the 

size they should.   

Designed by quilters the Creative Grid rulers are 

tried and tested. They have much to recommend 

them including: 

• All the lines are thin – one thread thick.  

• Both black and white line markings so you 

can easily distinguish the rulers' 

measurements on any colour fabric – 

light, dark and even prints.  
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• Non slip grips are built into the rulers so 

you don’t get any slippage while cutting.  

Do take some time to examine your rulers for 

happy piecing with accurate points.  

 

About the Author 

Pauline Rogers has taught patchwork & quilting 

for close to 28 years. She travels extensively 

throughout Australia helping others learn and 

perfect the techniques of quilt making. Pauline's 

Schoolhouse programme is a popular way for 

quilt groups to share in her tool expertise. Visit 

Quilters World online at  www.quiltersworld.com   
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I quilt, I am a quilter, I love quilting, and I love to 

quilt. Quilting has enriched my life in ways I never 

dreamed of. I have learned interesting facts 

about history because of quilts. I have made a ton 

of friends; and I have traveled because of quilting 

opportunities. 

To make quilting fun and to be able to start and 

finish projects with the less amount of stress and 

to avoid hunting for tools a well-organized sewing 

room is a must.  

Here are tried and true ideas and tips on how to 

organize a sewing/quilting room, no matter the 

size. If you use the room for other purposes such 

as an office, craft room or even a bedroom, 

organization can create more time for you to 

focus on sewing and quilting. 

 

 

 

 

1. Have your sewing machine, ironing board, and 

cutting table arranged so they are easily 

accessible.  Get a system going so you can take 

fewer steps between the iron and the sewing 

machine which will save time and you will be 

more efficient.  

Or if you don't have room for all of these in the 

same room just think you are getting exercise 

going from room to room rather than saving 

time. 

2. Use baskets or other gadgets fabric and 

quilting stores sell to store your tools in. Place 

them next to where they get the most use. Be 

sure to put them back in the same container after 

using them as this will save a ton of time.  

If you store your tools in a different room to 

where you sew, containers make it very easy to 

transport the tools to where you need them. 

Organize Room for More Quilting Time 
 

By Marilyn Bohn 
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When you're done, they can go back to be stored 

away with a minimum amount of effort or time. 

a. For example, place the tools you use at the 

ironing board near the ironing board. This could 

include a pressing cloth, spray bottle, pin cushion 

a small pair of scissors and a measuring gauge. I 

purchased an ironing board cover with 

measurements printed on the cover. 

b. Next to the sewing machine you'll need a pin 

cushion, scissors, seam ripper, waste basket for 

threads, or you can tape a plastic or paper bag to 

your sewing table for the threads. Also keep extra 

thread and bobbins near the machine.  

A magnetic board to hold the project directions is 

very helpful. I love my Side Winder portable 

bobbin winder that I keep on my sewing table. 

c. At the cutting table have available a rotary 

cutter, rulers, cutting mat, pencil, pen, a note pad 

and pin cushion. Cutting directions for your 

project can start out here when cutting and then 

can be moved to your sewing machine area when 

you start to sew. Either tape them on the wall or 

pin to a curtain or attach a small magnetic board 

on the wall to hold them. 

3. Sort your fabrics by color and then organize 

within color group such as batiks, novelty, florals, 

flannels and homespun. Or organize by lights, 

medium, and darks within the same color.  

Clear plastic boxes/bins work well to hold and 

contain fabric. When replacing fabric put it back 

where it belongs, this saves time and frustration 

later. If you store your fabric on shelves you could 

label the shelf with the type of fabric that goes on 

which shelf. 

4. Vinyl project bags with zippers are great to use 

for short term storage. The plastic bags with 

zippers that sheets and other bedding come in 

also work for storage and are a great way to 

recycle. They can hold a project, strips or a kit. 

They are easy to grab and go if you have a project 

you are taking to a class. 

By organizing your sewing room or sewing space 

in a way that your supplies and tools are easy to 

find and are convenient for use you'll have more 

fun and more time to sew rather than spending 
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your time hunting for what you need. It takes 

time to get everything like you want it but it will 

be worth it. 

Happy sewing/happy quilting. 

 

About the Author 

Marilyn is a creative organizer who has been 

organizing for over 20 years. She is a member of 

the National Association of Professional 

Organizers and is working towards becoming a 

Certified Professional Organizer. Professionally 

she has been organizing homes and offices for 

two years. She holds a bachelors degree in Social 

Work. She has reared five daughters and 

currently lives in Utah. 

Go to her website http://www.marilynbohn.com 

where you can find free organizing tips and 

interesting blogs and helpful articles on 

organizing. 

  



                 Online Quilt Magazine – Vol. 1 No. 2 

 

 

        © Online Quilt Magazine.com All Rights Reserved    P a g e  | 13 

 

 

Felt Ribbon Bag 

This striking bag with the ruched handles and 

stunning felt ribbon appliqué is going to quickly 

become a firm favourite.  It is a medium size 

handbag and is very easy to make.  The bag is 

made in the quilt as you go method, and features 

a snap close tab and phone pocket inside.   

This pattern offers two choices for the handle 

length, so you can use it as a hand-held bag, or 

wear it over your shoulder.  We chose plain black 

for our bag to really show off the wonderful 

felted ribbon decoration, and whilst we would 

recommend a plain solid colour for your bag, mix 

and match to see which colour will work best 

with your felt ribbon. 

Finished dimensions of this Felt Ribbon Bag are 

10 inches at the base (tapered up to 13 inches ) x 

10 inches high and 4 inches deep. 

 

 

 

 

Bonus Project from www.BagMakingPatterns.com 
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You will Need: 

(Please read the pattern fully first, as you will 

need to follow the directions in order.   A ¼ inch 

seam has been included throughout.)  For the 

purpose of these instructions, we will refer to the 

colours we have used for our bag. 

*Approximately 1 yard ( 1 m) of plain black fabric 

for the bag outer 

*Approximately ½ yard ( ½ m) of fabric for the 

inner side for quilting as you go 

*Approximately ½ yard ( ½ m) of fabric for the 

lining (a lighter colour is better for a bag as it's 

easier to see what's in your bag.) 

*Approximately ½ yard ( ½  m) of wadding 

*I packet Die-cut Felt Ribbon (get this from 

scrapbooking stores – comes in a variety of 

widths and designs.) 

*Either 1 large press-stud (snap closure) or a pair 

of Velcro dots for closing the tab on the bag. 

*Small amount of template plastic ( 4 x 10 inches) 

to strengthen the base of the bag. 

 

Cut: 

From the black fabric cut: 

 1 rectangle measuring 4 ½ inches x 10 ½ inches 

for the base 

2 rectangles measuring 11 x 15 inches for the 

sides 

2 rectangles measuring 3 x 6 ½ inches for the tab 

2 strips measuring 2 ½ inches x 17 inches for the 

inner handles (cut 23 inches long if you want an 

over the shoulder bag) 

2 strips measuring 2 ½ inches x 41 inches for the 

ruched handles (cut 60 inches long for an over 

the shoulder bag.  You will need to join strips to 

make this length.) 
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From the Inner fabric cut: 

2 rectangles measuring 4 ½ inches x 10 ½ inches 

(one will be the "pocket" for the plastic) 

2 rectangles measuring 11 x 15 inches 

 

From the Wadding cut: 

2 rectangles measuring 11 x 15 inches 

1 rectangle measuring 4 ½ inches x 10 ½ inches 

1 rectangle measuring 3 x 6 ½ inches 

 

From the Lining cut: 

2 rectangles measuring 11 x 15 inches 

1 rectangle measuring 4 ½ inches x 10 ½ inches 

1 rectangle measuring 4 ½ inches x 8 inches for 

the internal pockets 

 

Preparation: 

There is some preparation to do first so that you 

will be able to assemble your bag. 

First, you need to quilt the pieces of the bag so 

they are ready to assemble.  Sandwich together 

your inner fabric, the wadding and your top 

(black) fabric for both sides of the bag (11 x 15 

inch rectangles), the base of the bag (4 ½ x 10 ½ 

inch rectangles) and the tab (3 x 6 ½ inch 

rectangles – with two pieces of black fabric and 

the wadding in the centre).  You will find quilt 

basting spray (as long as you're using cotton 

wadding) a great help here.   You may then quilt 

however you'd like on these pieces – we did 

straight lines on a 45 degree angle, spaced about 

1 ½ inches apart. 

Next you will need to shape these quilted side 

and base rectangles before making the bag.  Lay 

out the 11 x 15 inch bag side rectangles with the 

long 15 inch edge towards you.  Measure in 1 

inch from each of the bottom corners and lining 
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your ruler up to the top corner, trim each (11 

inch) edge so that the bottom now measures 13 

inches, and the top still 15 inches. 

Before trimming the base rectangle, hem one of 

the short sides of the extra 4 ½ x 10 ½ inner fabric 

rectangle and position it on top of the wrong side 

of your quilted base rectangle.  Sew along the 

long side seams with a scant seam allowance to 

form a pocket to slip your template plastic into 

when your bag is being constructed. 

The base rectangle needs to have the corners 

trimmed so they gently and evenly curve, so the 

base is shaped more like a flat oval.  Don't make 

this curve too sharp – start your curve from about 

an inch along the long side of the rectangle, and 

curve it up to meet the centre point of the short 

side.  Mark this in lead pencil or a fabric marker 

on the wrong side (on top of the pocket), then 

trim the curves evenly. 

The tab is quickly made by laying out the black 

rectangles right sides together, with the matching 

wadding rectangle on top.  Sew down the sides 

and across the top, leaving the bottom (narrow) 

edge open.  Clip the corners, turn right sides out 

and topstitch again down the sides and across the 

top to flatten and neaten the seams. 

Now, make your handles.  Fold and press each 

black inner handle strip in half, and tuck under 

the seam allowances on both sides.  Top stitch 

seam.  Matching the long sides of your outer 

ruched handle strips, sew to form a tube, then 

turn right side out.  (You will need to use a safety 

pin to help you do this.)   

Then you need to make the handles by sliding the 

straight inner handle through each long outer 

handle, ruching as you go.  Using the safety pin 

again, feed the inner handle into the long outer 

handle tube and make sure to pin the ends 

together when they meet.  When you reach the 

top of the long strip with your inner handle piece, 

pin it in place too, then sew both ends very 

securely to keep the ruched outer handle in 

place. 
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Finally, you need to appliqué the felt ribbon on to 

both sides of your bag across the narrower 13 

inch sides.  Please Note – if you wish to use a 

flower on the tab as in our photo, you will need 

to carefully cut one from the ribbon also.  If your 

felt ribbon is cut in a single width, we suggest you 

cut a few flowers and leaves out from what will 

be the top edge of the ribbon on your bag – make 

an uneven up and down edge for the top edge so 

your bag still looks unified, and you have a few 

flowers to choose from.  (Take note of where the 

top starts and finishes at each edge, so you can 

match the ribbon height across the bag side 

seams.) 

You can machine appliqué on your ribbon if you'd 

prefer, or, as we did, do a simple raw edge 

appliqué using two strands of matching 

embroidery floss and just do a running stitch up 

the centre of each of the designs of the flowers 

and leaves to tack it firmly in place. 

 

Assembly: 

After all that preparation, this bag is easy to 

assemble. 

With right sides together, pin your quilted (and 

appliquéd) side panels together and sew down 

each side seam.  Turn right sides out and 

topstitch just next to the seam to catch the seam 

allowance to one side and flatten the seams. 

Turn inside out again, and pin the base panel in 

place, matching each side seam to the centre of 

the base's curved end, easing the curve to fit.  

Sew carefully.  Before turning right side out, cut a 

piece of your template plastic to fit into the 

pocket, and slide it in place.  This will strengthen 

the base of your bag and help it retain its shape.  

Turn bag right sides out. 

Now, following the same method as before, lay 

the two bag side lining rectangles on top of each 

other and carefully trim your two side lining 

rectangles so that the bottom edge measures 13 

inches, and the top measures 15 inches.    
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Fold under and sew the seam allowance on the 

lining pocket rectangle (4 ½ x 8 inches) on the top 

8 inch edge.  Press under the other three edges 

and position in place and pin on the right side of 

one of your side lining pieces.  Topstitch the 

pocket in place, then sew a seam from the top to 

the bottom of the pocket about 3 inches in from 

the right hand side, so that you have a separate 

phone pocket, and a slightly larger second 

pocket. 

With right sides together, sew both angled side 

seams of your bag lining and press.  As before, 

trim the base lining rectangle to curve each end 

and pin in place, matching the lining side seams 

with the centre of each curved end.  This time, 

start sewing just before a curved end and finish 

the seam just after the other end, so you leave 

open most of one straight side. 

Place the quilted bag outer into the lining bag so 

that right sides are together.  Match the side 

seams and pin together.  Pin the tab in place in 

the top centre of the back panel of the bag and 

position both handles about 2 ½ inches in from 

each side seam, matching them evenly on both 

sides.  Make sure the tab and both handles are 

hanging between both bag layers. 

Sew the bag and lining together, making sure to 

reinforce the tab and handles as you sew.  Turn 

the bag right side out through the hole you left in 

the bottom of the lining, and topstitch that hole 

closed.  Topstitch also around the top of the bag 

again to reinforce and flatten the seam.  All that 

remains is to sew on your press-stud or Velcro 

dots under the tab, and applique the flower on 

the front and you've finished! 

 

Project Details: 

For more details on how you can receive Two 

New Bag Patterns each month for Less than $10, 

please go to www.BagMakingPatterns.com .  

Make sure you download the new FREE bag 

pattern there too!! 
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Barbara Dunn's meticulous Hardanger work has 

been rewarded this year with a First Prize in the 

Nordic Needle competition in the United  

States.  Her work will be featured in the book, 

"Award Winning Designs in Hardanger 2010". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In previous years, Barbara's entries have gained 

Honorable Mentions, but this time she has 

scooped the pool and was awarded a First Prize. 

 

Barbara, who loves at Rappville, Northern New 

South Wales, Australia, has often been inspired 

by her association with the Lismore Craft and  

Quilters group, where she sees many varied quilt 

block designs around her.  She has adapted some 

of these patterns to create her original and  

prizewinning hardanger pieces.  Barbara also has 

an interest in Candlewicking, Brazilian 

Embroidery, Crochet, Cross stitch and now  

Patchwork, but her greatest love is Hardanger.  

 

The competition in the US is run on an annual 

basis and has been held for over 30 years.  Entries 

from the US, Japan, France, Canada, Monaco,  

Look What Barbara's Done! 

            By Annette Mira-Bateman from www.QuiltBlockoftheMonthClub.com  
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 New Zealand and Australia mean the standard is 

very high and Barbara's work is indeed of world 

class quality. 

 

Congratulations Barbara!  Well Done! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* If you, or someone in your Quilting/Craft Group 

has Won a Prize, Achieved something Wonderful 

or has an Inspiring Story, please let us know as 

we'd love to be able to feature some of our 

Readers in future issues! 
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We often just use what-ever pin is available with 

out really considering their purpose.  I 

recommend you purchase pins of the best 

quality, which are appropriate to the intended 

task.  Store them well and you should have pins 

which last quite some time. 

How to keep pins (and needles) sharp. 

The easiest way to ensure you have sharp pins is 

to use a strawberry emery.  This is a bag of emery 

powder shaped like a strawberry.  The simple 

movement of putting your pins and needles in 

and out of the emery powder will help to keep 

the pins and needles sharp.  Using a strawberry 

emery will also improve safety pins or jewellery 

pins that are difficult to use.  Often pins have 

rough points (barbed points) and catch on the 

fabric.  To remove these barbs hold the 

strawberry emery firmly and push in the pin with 

 

 

 

 some force – you will be amazed with the result.   

The strawberry emery is inexpensive and 

essential in all sewing kits.  Using a strawberry 

emery will not re-sharpen your pins or needles so 

be prepared to throw them out when blunt! 

There are many brands and styles of pins on the 

market and it is important to understand their 

purpose.  A major consideration in purchasing 

pins will be the quality and the price.  Cheap is 

not necessarily the best!  

 Applique Pins are shorter pins used when 

securing smaller pieces of fabric and perfect to 

use for hand appliqué projects.  Clover appliqué 

pins have a distinctive white head, short and very 

sharp.  Little House appliqué pins are presented 

in small heart shaped containers or in glass 

bottles. The length of the pin varies from 

Pins 

By Maree Gebhardt from www.ThreadsAndThings.com.au 
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manufacturer and can range from   12 – 27 mm  

with the average width being 0.5mm. 

NB  Applique pins can also be called sequin pins – 

sequin pins do not have a colour head. 

Patchwork pins are longer than appliqué pins and 

used when piecing fabric.  Patchwork pins are 

suitable for both hand and machine piecing. The 

length and width of the pin vary depending on 

the manufacturer – length can range from 30 – 

36mm and width from 0.5mm – 0.65mm   

Fork pins are double pronged, with a curved end 

for easy removal.  These pins are ideal for 

machine quilters as they secure the quilt layers 

easily.  These double- pronged pins are also 

useful to hold seams apart for both hand and 

machine piecing.  Excellent to use with difficult 

slippery fabric.  The average length is 40mm and 

width 0.56  

Stretch pins / Ball Point Pins have a rounded tip 

(not pointed).  Sharp pointed pins are not 

recommended when using a knit fabric.  

Stretch/Ball point pins pass through knit fabrics 

easily and do not cause any damage to the fabric.  

(It is important to always sew knit fabric with Ball 

Point sewing machine needle.)   Stretch or Ball 

Point Pins are sometimes very difficult to 

purchase.  The average length is 35mm 

T pins are much thicker pins and not 

recommended for piecing or general sewing.  

These pins are perfect for securing work to 

display boards, displaying quilts on backboards 

etc. T pins are ideal for doll making, bear/toy 

making, millinery etc.  Average length 30mm 

Safety pins are used in all areas of sewing - 

gathering and holding fabrics, threading elastic, 

emergency repairs etc.  I am sure we all have 

childhood memories of how a safety pin saved 

the day!!  For patch workers we use these pins to 

baste quilt tops.  Safety pins are available in 

various lengths and either straight or curved.   

Many sewers prefer  curved pins as they are 

easier to use and create less hand strain when 

inserting and closing.  Safety pins are available in 
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many sizes but generally a #2 is best suited to pin 

basting.  Pins are also available in bright colours 

to make them easy to identify on light fabrics.   

Silk pins are finer than patchwork pins and 

slightly longer.  Silk pins are very sharp and pass 

through delicate fabrics easily.  Many sewers 

prefer to use silk pins in preference to patchwork 

pins.  Average length 36 mm, width  0.50 mm 

Knitting pins are longer and thicker than other 

pins.  Knitting pins have a ball point (rounded) 

end.  This allows the pin to pass through knitted 

fabric or hand knits. Average length 70mm. 

Flower head Pins are available in bright colours 

or novelty designs (button and bows).  Flower 

head pins are longer pins more suitable for 

machine piecing or dressmaking.  The flower 

head allows the fabric to lay flat while sewing. 

The decorative flower heads often come off easily 

and this is a major drawback.  These pins are not 

ideal for passing through multiple layers of fabric    

as they tend to bend very easily.  Average length 

55mm. 

Coloured Head Pins have a round coloured head 

which can be either glass or plastic. Warning – 

ensure your pins are glass head before ironing – 

plastic head pins will melt!  The quality varies 

with these pins, they can be fine or like crow 

bars!   Price will determine the quality of the pins 

you purchase. 

Dressmaking pins are shorter pins with small flat 

heads (Can you remember the Dorcas brand in 

the blue flat metal tin? Every sewing basket had 

some!)  Dress making pins have a small head, 

which does not distort a garment when seams are 

pinned together and then opened to check 

accuracy and fit.  Pins with larger decorative 

heads alter the fall of the garment making fit 

difficult.   Dressmaking pins can be particularly 

useful if you want to join blocks together to check 

the design or size of the quilt.  As these pins do 

not have bulky heads the quilt will not be 

distorted.  Average length 60mm 
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Quilting pins are longer thicker pins and used to 

secure multiple layers or thick fabric.  Quilting 

pins are most commonly used to baste quilt tops - 

these pins are not recommended for piecing.  

Average length 48mm 

I store my pins in the containers supplied – then I 

never forget what they are for! 

I don’t use a pin cushion as I hate to find rusty 

pins and needles, I prefer to use my strawberry 

emery as I work and then return my pins to the 

container after use. 

 

About the Author 

Maree Gebhardt owns and operates "Threads 

and Things" – a mobile patchwork and quilting 

supplies business that visits patchwork, quilting 

and embroidery groups and guilds.  For more 

information visit www.threadsandthings.com.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Carry a Huge Selection of Notions for All Your 

Patchwork and Quilting Needs. 

Purchase Online or Arrange for Us to Come to You 

at Your Local Quilting Group Meeting. 

Maree: 0427 972 708 

www.threadsandthings.com.au 
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Do you find yourself with a bunch of left over 

quilt blocks? Don't throw them away! There are 

so many things you can do with left over quilt 

blocks. Here are 10 ideas for projects using your 

extras: 

1. Make small tote bags or purses. Add a pre-

made wooden handle you can buy at your local 

craft store. 

2. Make scrapbook or photo album covers. They 

are also great scrapbook page backgrounds. 

3. Quilt your leftovers individually and make 

potholders and trivets. Use thinner batting, cut 

the quilt block down a bit and glue a thin piece of 

cork to the back to create a coaster. 

4. Stitch or fuse a couple together, then use it as 

fabric from which to cut a Christmas stocking. 

 

 

 

5. Make a small wall hanging. 

6. Dress up an old jacket or cardigan by heat 

bonding a block onto the center backside. Use 

fabric paint to trim out the edges of it or add an 

anti-fray product to the edges. If you are 

accustomed to sewing, add a zig zag or satin 

stitch to secure the edges and add a nice finish. 

7. Create dining room decor. Use single blocks for 

placemats. Piece several blocks together to make 

a table runner. 

8. Make pillows. Single blocks are the perfect size 

to create toss pillows for your sofa, loveseat or 

chairs. Make pillow shams for your bed by 

stitching several together to fit your pillows. 

9. Quilt just one block and finish the edges. It will 

make a nice quilt for a child's stuffed animal or 

dollhouse comforter. 

What Can You Do With a Quilt Block? 
 

   By Penny Halgren from www.How-To-Quilt.com  
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10. Make bookmarks. Cut the block into strips 

about three inches wide. Fuse them to another 

piece of fabric cut the same size. Hot glue rick 

rack around the edges for a no-sew finish. Crafty 

people comfortable with sewing may use a zig zag 

or satin stitch to finish them out. If hand stitching, 

use a blanket stitch to complete the edge. 

In addition to the ten ideas for creating other 

items from your old or extra pieced blocks, you 

could consider donating your extras to charity. 

Local senior centers that offer quilting classes 

might welcome the gift of some prepared blocks. 

If you are interested in keeping the money 

yourself, you can sell your extras. Advertise them 

in a local paper or in online classifieds. You should 

also consider an online auction. Try selling them 

in a yard sale. 

If the 10 crafty ideas listed above have inspired 

you to make a few of those items, you can piece 

blocks specifically for these projects, or look 

around to find someone who has extras lying 

around. Check garage or tag sales, thrift stores 

and online auctions and classifieds to find spare 

quilt blocks. 

If you will be piecing your own blocks from which 

to craft, experiment with some new patterns. You 

can find a library full of quilt block patterns 

online. You will find quilt block patterns for all 

levels of quilting, beginner to highly skilled. If you 

are new to quilting all together, look for quilting 

tips from a how-to-quilt website or find an online 

quilting coach if you do not have someone locally 

who can teach you the art of quilting. 

 

About the Author 

Penny, a quilter for more than 27 years, enjoys 

exploring all aspects of quilting and sharing her 

knowledge with all quilters. Aside from her 

www.How-To_Quilt.com website, a new 

endeavor is http://www.QuiltBlockLibrary.com 

which provides hundreds of traditional patchwork 

quilt block patterns. 
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We're pleased to be able to bring you a selection 

each month of the Newest Fabric Releases and 

the new season fabric "must haves". 

 

Lumiere de Noel by French General for Moda 

Fabrics 

 

 

 

Kaari Meng, the lady of French General, has 

entranced us again with Lumiere de Noel!  

For those who loved her first line for Moda, 

Rouenneries, Lumiere de Noel is a dream come 

true. It has been released as a Christmas line with 

its rich white, cream and red palette, but its 

beauty will work for all seasons.  

The French-inspired prints create a wide variety – 

toile, a wide range of florals, cardinals, and the 

most elegant hollyvine stripes. Plus, a group of 

coordinating wovens and trims rounds out the 

range. You will absolutely fall in love with 

Lumiere de Noel. 

For more information on this Range, go to: 

http://www.fatquartershop.com/Lumiere-de-

Noel-French-General-Moda-Fabrics.asp 

What's New from The Fat Quarter Shop 

by Kimberly Jolly from www.FatQuarterShop.com  
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Park Avenue by 3 Sisters for Moda Fabrics 

Imagine yourself on a cold, wintry day, briskly 

making your way through downtown, finishing 

the last of your Christmas shopping.  

Park Avenue by 3 Sisters channels that old New 

York elegance in their breathtaking new 

Christmas line. Little holly leaves, bare branches, 

crisp roses and elaborately carved florals adorn 

this fabric in shades of icy blue, scarlet, cream 

and chocolate brown. Wovens and backings 

accompany this line as well. Let Park Avenue 

transport you to a New York Christmas! 

For more information, go to: 

http://www.fatquartershop.com/Park-Avenue-3-

Sisters-Moda-Fabrics.asp 

 

 

Christmas Magic by Kathy Schmitz for Moda 

Fabrics 

Kathy Schmitz gives us a rustic, jolly Christmas 

with her new line Christmas Magic.  

Her adorable snowmen are the focus of this 

range, also bedecked with pinecones, jingle bells, 

snowflakes, snow flurries, pine boughs and 
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fantastic stripes! Country reds, blues, greens, 

blacks and faded white create a homey feeling as 

warm as any fireplace. So many possibilities for 

Christmas Magic! 

 Check out this range at: 

http://www.fatquartershop.com/Christmas-

Magic-Kathy-Schmitz-Moda-Fabrics.asp 

 

 

 

McKenzie by Dena Designs for FreeSpirit Fabrics 

This latest line from Dena Designs, called 

McKenzie, is one of a kind. Both girly and 

sophisticated, Dena combines sweet watercolor 

pastels with classic black, gray and white for a 

stunning mix.  

Her whimsical watercolor prints are perfect for 

quilts, apparel and accessories. They go from soft, 

large flowers to diamonds, stripes and damasks 

with pizzazz. Mix the prints to match your unique 

style! 

For More Information on this range, go to: 

http://www.fatquartershop.com/McKenzie-

Dena-Designs-Free-Spirit-Fabrics.asp 

About Us 

The Fat Quarter Shop is a leading online supplier 

of an extensive range of quality quilting fabrics.  

Fabrics are available in a good variety of specialty 

cuts, as well as yardage and shipping is quick and 

easy. Visit www.FatQuarterShop.com for a look 

today. 
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One of the most important elements of a 

successful quilt can often be the most 

challenging. Selecting a color scheme to 

complement the pattern you have selected for 

your project takes time and practice. 

Choose a project, then choose the fabrics. Color 

delights the eye and speaks to the heart. But how 

do you decide among all the wonderful color 

selections? 

 You might look outdoors to the colors of nature 

in all the seasons. You will find everything from 

earth tones to flamingo pink and brilliant 

turquoise. Butterflies, rocks, tress, and flowers 

can inspire you. Let nature guide you; then use 

the information below to help you express 

yourself. 

 

 

 

The Color Wheel  

Use the color wheel as a starting point for 

creating your own color combinations. Primary 

colors are red, blue and yellow. Halfway between 

the primary colors are the secondary colors: 

orange, green and violet. All the colors between 

the primary and secondary colors are 

intermediate colors. 

Terms  

Pure color is undiluted, intense and brilliant. The 

use of pure color creates excitement and energy. 

Tint has white added. Pastels are tints. A tinted 

color conveys a feeling of softness and delicacy. 

Quilting Color Theory For Beginners 
 

By Carrie Gibson 
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Shade has black added. Shades have depth and 

richness. They include the warm hues of autumn 

and the deep blue tones of night. 

Tone is pure color, a tint or a shade that has been 

grayed. Tones are subdued, subtle colors. Tones 

enhance the colors around them. 

Intensity refers to the degree to which a pure 

color has been tinted, shaded or toned. 

Value refers to its darkness or lightness. The 

contrast between the values of colors can be very 

strong, such as black to white, or very subtle, 

such as yellow to white. 

Color Schemes 

They can be combined in endless ways. Certain 

types of combinations will always produce 

pleasing results. Deciding on a scheme depends 

on your project. Home décor items usually are 

based on the colors in the home. Wearing apparel 

often is based on the preferences of the person 

who will be wearing it. Choose colors you love 

and have fun finding new ways of combining 

them with other colors. 

Decide what mood or feeling you want to convey. 

Warm colors such as red, orange and yellow 

suggest heat. They can be fun and exciting to 

work with. Cool colors convey a wintry mood, 

relaxing and subtle. Choose the type of color that 

will enhance the feeling you want: pure color, 

tints, shades, or tones. Allow one type to 

dominate. The next consideration is value. How 

dark and light the colors are in each project 

affects the feeling of the piece. Strong contrasts 

in value are dramatic. Low contrasts in value are 

calming. 

Monochromatic schemes use colors from the 

same "family." Choose one from the wheel and 

use different values, tints, tones, and shades to 

create a scheme. Monochromatic schemes are 

cohesive and sophisticated. 

Complementary colors are opposite each other 

on the wheel. Allow one of the colors to 
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dominate. For example, if red is the dominant 

one, use a touch of green to complement it. 

Analogous colors are next to each other on the 

color wheel. Choose three to seven colors that 

are side by side. Include tints, tones, or shades 

with intense colors for a dynamic color scheme. 

Vary the values of the colors you have selected to 

add interest to your color scheme. 

Split-Complementary schemes use an analogous 

combination of colors with an added twist: a 

complementary one. Your complement will be 

opposite the middle color of your analogous 

group. If the analogous scheme is made up of red, 

red orange, and orange, the complement would 

be blue-green. Split-complementary schemes are 

among the most beautiful. 

You will find that your quilts are quite different 

simply by changing the scheme. Choosing quilt 

fabrics is so much fun and can be done in so 

many different ways even with the same block 

designs to produce different quilts and feelings 

associated with them. Whatever scheme you use 

for your quilting projects, you will have fun 

playing with the colors. 

About the Author 

Carrie Gibson has been involved in quilting, 

publishing, writing and the internet just about as 

long as she can remember.  She says "For quilting 

supplies online visit this site. They have a lot of 

great free quilt patterns available and some truly 

wonderful quilting books." 
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This month's block is a great one to add to your 

block collection. Care must be taken with the 

piecing, but when properly sewn together, this 

Snail's Trail Block will look fantastic in any of your 

quilted projects! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To make this 10 inch block as shown, you will 

need three different fabrics and once you have 

rotary cut the pieces according to the Cutting 

Diagram, you can piece them together as shown 

below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Block of the Month 
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Today's Tips: 

*  Mark the edges of your clear plastic templates with 

a large permanent felt marker and this will help you 

see where to place them (and cut) your fabric. 

*  Be careful to press seams that meet in opposite 

directions so as to reduce the bulkiness, and allow 

more accurate machine piecing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*  Keep your quilt borders simple. Too elaborate a 

border can overwhelm the central sections and make 

your quilt appear unbalanced. Often using similar 

shapes and colours as those in the rest of the quilt can 

help your border blend better with the overall look of 

your quilt.  
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YES, We Want to Hear From 

You! 

We're still getting started and as our new 

Magazine continues to grow, we need your 

feedback in order for us to continue to improve 

our publication for you. 

• We want to know how you liked it. 

• We want to know the topics you're 

interested in. 

• We want to know if you have any 

suggestions, Hints or Tips of your own that 

you'd like included, or if you know anyone 

we should include a story on! 

Please send me an email with your Testimonial, 

Suggestion or Enhancement – I'd love to hear 

from you! 

Send all emails to: 

jody@onlinequiltmagazine.com 

 

 

 

If you'd like to submit an Article, or a Project 

for Publication, or take advantage of our Very 

Very Reasonable Advertising Rates, please 

email details or queries to Jody at 

jody@onlinequiltmagazine.com . 

 

The only place 

Housework comes 

before Quilting is in 

the Dictionary! 


